
Traos. Inst Indian Geographers
Vol. 19. No.l, Jan 1997

The term'Demographic Trensition' refers to a
general mdel which describes the evolution of
levels of fertility and mortalrty over time. The
model was originally proposed on the basis of
experiences of developed countries as they
passed through industrialization and
urbanizatior. The model which is oversimplified
even in the context of developed world has to
be cautiously applied to the Third World
countries. Most of these countries collectively
and individually have received only scant
attention so frrandhavebeen awaiting focussed
studies of their dunographic transition. The
present volume seeks to fill this gap.

The book spans over 24 chapters arranged into
six parts each devoted to a centrel therne. Part-
I titled Historical Antecendarts includes three
essays. Deniel Noin explores the pattems of
dernographic history ofthe developing countries
in general and the diversity of these patterns in
particular. He highlights the heterogeneity of
experience of developing countries interms of
populafion grornth. He identifies four main
phases in their demog raphic history and probes

into the cultural and economic factors
influencing population growth in these
countries. The readers stand duly cautioned
against treating all the developing countries as

one categorybecause ttre demographic changes

in these countries have followed strikingly
diverse and varied courses. Malaker in his
essay appears quite optimistic, unlike the
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widespread warning signals, and further
unphasises the different demographic behaviour
of various regions of Asia. He takes due note
of the slowing down of growth rates in East
Asia during 1990-2025. Maudmd Elahi, while
dealing with the evolution of population in
Bangladesh, a dopts a spatio-ternporal appoach
and covers a much longer period starting from
the Buddhist times. From early Buddhist
settlements Elashi refers to the decline of
Buddhist culture as a consequence of Hindu
revival ( or who knows it was Hindu
aggression?) The process of in-migretion of
Muslims as also conversions initiated a period
of population expansion which continued
through the British period in which the
contemporary pattern of population growth
evolved. Elahi discoversa demographic divide
around mid-century. He, however, does not use
tle Demographic Transition model though be
had adequate data base for its elucidation.

In the section on 'Regional Perspectives'there
is an overexposure oflndia - both at macro and
micro sceles. Minati Ghosh has covered all the
ninedecades ( 1901 to 1991 ) fordascribingthe
growth dynamics of India's population. H.N.
Sharma and Bimal K. Kar's paper concentretes
on t}re northeast India covering Assam,
Arunacbal Pradesh, Negaland, Manipur and
Mizoram. District level differentials in
population grow0r in north India form the
ttremes of a paper by Karnla Gupta, The four
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sex ratio, age structure concentration etc. That

the Bhils have recorded negative growth in all
the areas of their concentration and some of
them have even been pushed into areas like
Dadra andNagarHaveli is afact whichneither

evokes any sympathy forthe tribes nor any plea

for schemes for their upliffment. Yes, the

authors concede that Bhils have moved out of
their traditional areas because of lack of
opportunities. What happened to the crores

invested in the Tribal Area Development
Schemes there ? One is forced to pose this

crucial question.

Section IV titled'Consequences of Population
Growth'includes as numy as seven papers.

The consequencas higltigtrted are : demographic

changes and environment in developing
countries by Alina Potrykonska; urban
population and urbanization in Bangladesh by
Sabina Sultana; periurban development in
Dhaka Metropolitan area by lvfanzur-ul-Flasan;

urbanization in Nepal by Mangal Manandhar;

urban inftsion in South Africa by H.S. Geyer;

old age groups in India by Dal'sha C. Barai;
and micro level study of ageing in Trichur
district of Kerala by P. S. Nair and S' Santhosh.

Evidenflymost ofthe studies on consequences,
just as those on causes of population growth
suffer from conceptual flaws and biased visions '
With the exception of ageing and consequent

increase in the size and proportion of the

elderly popuration which is directly linked to
population growth, it is difficult to visualise

how problems of environment and urbanization
are &rect fallout of population growth itself.

Since we continue to organise our studies in
very narrow, linear causecffect frameworks,

suCh *,rdies fail to provide any new insighx -

the present book is no exception. Likewise,

Parl V where the thflne of population -
developrnent nexus has been handled by three

sehciars in their owl ways hardly enriches the

readers' understanding. Sudesh Nangia uses

the focus o1l our Five Year Plans and our

north Indian states Bihar, Madhye Pradesh

Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh ( also popularly

acronymed as BIMARU - the sick ) present a

depressing scenerio associated mainly with the

slow pace of social and economic development.

It is a penetrating study and expresses arxisty
at the continuing outnigration from some of
the north Indian States.The inter-ethnic
differentials in population growth constitute

the theme ofPart-m. While Aijazuddin Ahmed

reises some very important issues and questions

relating to ethnicity and population grwoth in
his introduction to the volume, these

unforrunately have remained unaddressed in

this section. All the three papers here are quite

limited in their range and perspective'

Shrawan Kumar Acharya examines the process

of marginalization of the indigenous Lepchas

in Darjeeling and Sikkim. He compares the

growth of Lepcha population wittr that of
Nepalese without glr'ug any details on the

fertility and mortahf as determinan* of
population grouffi . Inst€a4 migration has been

used as the dominant explanatory variable.

The paper on the scheduled caste (SC)

population of India and its recent demographio

dynamism by R.P.S. Gosal only repeats the

well-known, thoguh not always valid,
explanations ofhigher rates of gro*'th among

the scheduled caste population. An assumption

uihich seems to runthroughoutthe explanations

( or descriptions ) and which Gosal has stated

in a note at the end is that the scheduled casle

population has an inherent preference for large

famiiies so tlat they can have more earning

hands. Now, such argumurts apply equally to

all tL;: poor in our country whether they are

scheeiuled caste and not. So, it is poverty and

not caste which is the cause much less the result

6f high population growth. The third eassy in

this section deels with the distribution and

growth of the Bhil population in lndia. It
systematicatly describes the aspects of size,
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achievements thereof to communicate and

clarif the nexus between population and

development. As if holding a brief for all our
development plans she almost eulogises the

concen$ expressed in the related official
documents. She has rightly highlighted the

need for frrller appreciation of the importance

of education, healtlu drinking water, poverty

alleviation etc. It is a common feeling in India
that development here has suffered because of
increasing population and decreasing resources.

Are there no flaws in our development policies

andpriorities ? Are wenot addicatedto simple

sloganeering without any genuine commitnent
to development and social justice however

defined ? Are not inequities in the distribution
of resources : land, energy, forests stc. also

responsible for slowing down the pace of
development process ? These and many more

relcvant questions have simply been by passed

by Nangia and others who have presented

clinched arguments on population, environmsnt

and currently the hot favourite item on the

international agenda i.e. sustainable
development. In an exhaustive statistical and

cartographic exercise which is quite refreshing

inthis sectionis onthe status ofwomen in India

by Naresh Kumar. Methodologically and

conceptually this is perhaps the most

outstanding contribution in this volume
presenting the linkages between regional
yariations in the stafirs ofwome,n and variations

in the levels of development.

While methodological and policy issues are

extremely important for examining any social

phenomera, these find aplace inthe concluding

section of the present book. Emphasising the

importance of qualitative indicators in
comparison to purely quantitative ones for the

study of multiregional demographic change in

developing countries Abraham Akkerman et'

al. point out various msthods and practical
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shortcomings of the latter. In their view
demographic assessment for the developing
countries with generally insufficient datamay
be based on "fuzzy indicators" such as

population households, mean age and average

household size. The authors have meticulously
worked outthe details of the methodology and
its application for small geographical areas.

Equally interesting and extremely useful for
researchers in population studies is the
metlrodology proposed by ZhangShullin w{rich
he calls "analysis by rymthesis". He stresses the
importance of continuous feedback in the
research process in terms of raising of new

questions. The last paper in this methodological

section is by S.L. Kayastha. One wonders how
this paper on population growth and impact on
environment and development in India has

been appended in this section. Logically it
should have gone to Part IV or V. Based largely
on World Development Report (1992) and

Hurnan Development Report (1993) ttre paper

broadly and loudly repeats arguments which
by now are too familiar. Kayastha however,

forcefully and righfly emphasises ttre need for
looking at population, development and
environment in a "dynamic complementarity"
rather fhan in isolation from each other.

As one reads thorugh the volume and reaches

the closing chapter by Mahendra K. Premi one

gets the feeling that as chapters follow one

another the theme of Demographic Transition
gets increasingly obscure. Premi traces the

contours of demographic profile of lndia as it
developed over the last ninsty years and not

once we are informed how India's population in
its various regions passed tlrough different
stages ofthe demographic cycle. Major states

of India are classified on the basis of birth and

death rates in rural attd urban areas and it is left
to the readers to visualise for themselves the

stages of demographic transition. However,
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Premi's exercise is valuable for its detailed
tables. He has clr*nologioally traced the
evolution of family planning progranrmes
launched from time to time. The nst outcome
of these prografirmes is known to all and
roquires no elaboration.

Volumes like the present one rvhich are
based on s5mposia contibutions are bound
to contain a mix of outstanding, average
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and mediocre collections. Tremendous
credit goes to the editors who have
painstakingly put the disparate essays
togetler and given them a readable form.
The introduction to the volume by
Aijazuddin Ahmad is superb both in style and
substance.

The books is priced rather higb and this may
make it inaccessible to individuals.

- Dr. (Mrs.) Swarnjit Mehta

SUSTAINABLE ITBGENERATION OF DEGRADBD LANDS
Eclitecl by - Jtati K. Parikh ancl B. Swdhakara Recldy

Tata McGrav-Hill Puh, Co. Ltd., New Delhi, 1997 (IG[DR, CAP2I),
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Lancl is the most tangible of ail natural
resources. it is upon land tliat man has Ieft the

imprints of all his cultures and civilisational
remains, sufferings and happiness,
achievements and tirilures. It is fbr land that
many a battlehas been fought, civiiisations rose

and perished. And yet, land remains the most

contcntious of all human affairs. While land

as privtite property emerged with the
development of the agrarian civilisation some

ten thousand years ago, considerable amount
of land remained as a common resource for the

community on which the community has usc

and occasionally, occupancy riglits. 'fhis is
otlL: : comrnon to developing societies rvhere
yiii"i{.rus social groups and communities at

differ'ent evolutionary phascs of their social
history, may co-exist. In sucl"i societies, rights
on Common Prupeffy [,and Resources (Ci't-R)
are generally accepted concepts of the
community vis-a-vis the state and also, thc

irrrliviclual holdcr oforvnershilr rights. Even the
developed natior.rs clo recognise tlie usc rights
o f'ci tizeus over certirin fonns o f environmental
or irifrastructurai rcsourccs. I lris phenomenon
is quitc conrflron amouq florcst drvellers, quasi-
nomarls anci village communities of India.
I lorvcvci, iu rcocnt times, the traditional use

:'ights of val'ious communitics uncler various
circulnsianccs, ovgr comnlon liitrcl resources,

have corni: uncicr scvcre strain both througli the
r{irstriLrtions imposed b), ,.tr., all pcrvading,
sovrrcign sillc anri tl.rc greed of the individuiil
ci.rricacirr:rs ove r Lr*mR1on land rcsourccs I'his
]ras rcsirit*rl in scvcrc crosion oftlie live lihood-
:i:':it*ff of munl' co mmn nitics, u,ho traditi ona l l y
r-rrlr..,iyed on thcir usc rights on the common land
!'t:iilr..lrJf s.

i,l llris li{lli, ihc ceirttritrillions of various
sci:r---irrs in a uational scntiuar ilt lCilIlR,
L.i urnb;i i i ri N r.rr,cr:lbcr'. l 9!)6 ancl cncapsulated
:ir ihi: *un'r:nr- volrlrrtrl is a rcf}cslilng delrarature


